
October 2025

Hi! It's Beverly Again
Lions Clubs International has three weeks of service for 2025-2026: ​
​* Mental Health Week is October 4-12, 2025​
​* Hunger Week is January 3-11, 2026​
​* Environment Week is April 18-26, 2026. 
Consider planning an event on World Mental Health Day on October 10! 

To help you plan a great mental health service project that rallies your club, check out the
resources on Weeks of Service and Shining A Light on the Lions web site for ideas.

The Lions International Peace Poster Contest is a unique event that encourages the
creativity and community spirit of children all over the world. This year’s theme is “Together
as One,” envisioning what can happen when people unite around a common cause. Visit
the Peace Poster website to learn more.

1st Vice District Governor Chris Wilkins writes about his Lions International Convention
experience in Orlando. Check out his article HERE. 1st VDG Chris also attended the
USA/Canada Forum in Atlantic City in September. He is working on his next article to
share with the 9SW Lions.

PDG Gary Glockhoff is working on the 9SW Alert Committee. They are looking for 9SW
Lions to serve on a committee to outfit the Alert trailer.
October 9th is World Sight Day. Read Ray Harden's story of how the Perry Lions Club
celebrates this day.

Let’s Talk About Tori's Angels
In July we introduced you to an Iowa foundation that works with families
of children under 19 years that have severe medical emergencies.

In this newsletter, I want to tell you about Alex... who was a 13
year old young man facing end-stage renal disease. Read Alex's
TRUE story here..

If you want more information about Tori's Angels, you can click the link
above or contact our 9SW District Pediatric and Diabetes Chairperson,

Dr. Jon Swanson (drjonswanson@gmail.com) from the Audubon Lions Club.

Coming Attractions!

We will have an update from PDG Gary Glockhoff on what is happening with the
Alert Project to locate and supply a disaster trailer for western Iowa and recruiting
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volunteers to assist when a disaster hits one of our communities.
PDG Allen Zobel will update us on the success of the MD9 Yip-Yo Growth Palooza
... and maybe some pictures of the super heroes who attended (with or without
costumes!)
9SW KidSight results will be shared. Ray Harden will share the story of the Perry
Lions Club KidSight program.
We will introduce you to a new Iowa Lions Foundation campaign called "Give Sight,
Give Love" to assist with profound updates necessary for the Iowa Iowa Lions Eye
Bank.
We will share a third true life story of another Tori's Angel named Grace .

Meet the NEW Lions in 9SW!!!

NOTE: We are introducing a new feature to this newsletter.
We want you to meet the new Lions who have joined our local
clubs. Please send me your photos with their induction date
with member and sponsor names in the photo.

Audubon Lions Club inducted 5 new members into their club September 23. L-R
Linda Keller (sponsor), Grace Ritter (new), Sara Kerkhoff (new), Kelli Jensen (new),
Rod Jensen (new), Callen Weispfennig (new), Juanita Reynard (sponsor), and
Kandi Tague (sponsor)



Indianola Noon Lions Club: President Laura Avitt performs the induction of new
member Michaela Johns, sponsored by Nicki Endress at our August 18 meeting.

HOW TO ACCESS THE WHO'S WHO REPORTS FOR 9SW AND IOWA:
Have you ever needed to look up a club or district officer to find their phone
number or email?

Just go to the iowalions9sw.org page and hover your mouse over Nuts &
Bolts, then select Reports, Forms, & Other information, and under the REPORTS and
REGISTRATIONS heading, select either the "District 9SW Who's Who for 2025-2026"
or "Iowa Lions Who's Who for 2024-2025". Since these files contain personal contact
information, your will need to use the password of .... roar

​IN MEMORIAM:  

Julie Powell, from the Council Bluffs Lions Club passed away on September 11 with 4 years of
dedicated service to her club. May she rest in peace.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
October 4, 2025 Indianola Noon Lions Meat Raffle begins at 5 pm
October 9, 2025 Atlantic Lions Spud Dinner begin at 4:30 pm
October 11-12, 2025 Winterset Lions Community Shelter Raffle at Madison
County Covered Bridge Festival
October 29, 2025  Peace Poster Chair Gary Richardson needs to receive your
Peace Poster club winner by this date. Send to: Gary at 615 Trail Ridge Road,
Indianola, Iowa 50125. Check out Last Year's Winners
March 13-14, 2026 9NW/9SW Combo District Convention will be held in Carroll,
Iowa.

NOTE: Please send me your upcoming club fundraisers and
events so I can include them here in our newsletter.

NOTE: If you would like to reach out to me directly, just click the REPLY link on
your email screen. I would love to hear your ideas on how to make Lions more
vibrant and meaningful and inclusive of everyone. Looking forward to hearing
from you. Beverly
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