9SW Lions Newsletter

We Serve

January 2026

ﬂ Hi! It's Beverly Again
s
€

A= Where There is NO FOOD,
You WILL Find Lions Helping.

Happy New Year 2026!!

LET'S FOCUS ON HUNGER - As 9SW Lions, | want to share some ideas to mobilize
clubs for the Hunger Week of Service-- January 3-11, 2026.

This initiative unites Lions and Leos worldwide in the fight against hunger. Visit the Hunger

Global Cause webpage to learn more about improving food security and access to -
nutritious food.

» HUNGER WEEK - Week of Service Jan 3-11 Hunger

Here are some ideas for clubs to try to provide "Hunger Service" during January thru
March 2026:

1) At your January meeting, collect canned goods and donate to your local food
pantry.

2) During the winter months of 2026, consider collaborating with local food
organizations and businesses for support with a community feeding event.

3) Volunteer to help at your homeless shelter or your food pantry.

4) Serve meals at a soup kitchen, homeless shelter or feeding event organized by a
local organization alleviating food insecurity.

5) Provide meals during local or regional celebrations and significant holidays.

6) Sponsor a community kitchen or cooking class to teach basic cooking skills and
nutrition education.

These are just a few ideas. Pick one or two and do some service for others during
the winter months.

e FOOD PANTY ASSISTANCE - Help needy families provide food to their families
through the 9SW Lions Care & Share initiative.

Some clubs may need Care & Share donations for extra giving.

Use the "TIP" below to access the 9SW Care & Share Guidelines and forms.


https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/896bf860-6eef-4b77-be2b-d3caa9f3fa3c#
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-global-causes/hunger
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-global-causes/hunger

- DIABETES - Sometimes it is not just enough to have food in your refrigerator or
cupboards. There are a select group of adults and children that may need to choose
food items more carefully.

Read Dr. Jon Swanson's article about Lions Diabetes Global Causes.

Also check out the latest issue of the LCIF Impact Newsletter for lowa with more
about the struggles and help for diabetics.

(LOTS) MORE ABOUT KIDSIGHT - “During the month of December, 9SW District has
focused on purchasing new KidSight Cameras. Zoom meetings were held December 13
and December 18. PID Ardie Klemish shared that she received email/phone call from
Bernadette Lane, MD9 LCIF Chair and later on from Lions Club International, Talia Raidt,
who is involved with LCI Grants. After they received our DCG Grant Application on
Monday, December 15, 2025, Lions Club International shared that we should be applying
for the LCIF Vision Grant with matching funds not the DCG Grant. Thus, the DCG Grant
was rescinded or voided by December 18.

« CAMERAS - Currently 9SW has 12 KidSight cameras that are about 12-15 years
old. On November 13, 2025 we were notified by lowa KidSight that the company
that repairs the cameras will not be supporting those cameras in two years. By
December 31, 2027, 9SW will need to trade in all the old cameras for some money
and to purchase new cameras in order to continue the 9SW KidSight program.
REMEMBER that Lions Clubs and 9SW District will purchase the cameras, but lowa
KidSight will own them. Currently the 12 cameras are spread out around the eight
zones in 9SW. This is why we are looking at a different grant to buy more
cameras. See map of current camera locations.

 GRANT - The LCIF Vision Grant is available through LCI that fits the guidelines of
lowa KidSight.

The Mission of the Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) Vision Grant is to
support Lions-led service activities that fight blindness and preventable vision loss.
Projects should seek to further develop comprehensive eye care systems that offer
eye health promotion, prevention, early detection, diagnosis, and treatment or
referral for all eye diseases. Vision Grants primarily fund major equipment and
infrastructure expenses.

Guidelines: Vision Grants may be requested up to US $300,000. The minimum
amount that may be requested is US $10,000. Local matching funds are
required. Applications from developed countries are eligible for up to 50 percent of
the total project budget.

Application Deadlines: Applications may be considered at the LCIF Board of
Trustees meeting three times per year in August, January, and May. The deadlines
to apply are February 1, May 1, and October 1. It is recommended that
applications be submitted well in advance of the application deadline.

 FUNDRAISING & DONATIONS - 9SW Lions will be switching grants because we
will be able to double the funds and buy more cameras. The application for the
newer grant is one that we apply for before February 1 and LCIF will match our
money._ Clubs will be raising money to support new cameras for 9SW District. The
Lions Clubs have a say in helping to purchase the new cameras. We will need to
work as a district team to raise the funds to purchase as many cameras as possible
in 2026.

Example: We currently have $28,409.23 for the LCIF Vision Grant available from
our donations in past years to LCIF. If the 9SW Clubs can match it or raise an
additional $28,500, we would have close to $57,000 available in 9SW District for
cameras. By applying for the LCIF Vision Grant, the $57,000 or what is raised could
be matched now making the pool of money close to $114,000. By pooling_our
money together as 9SW District, we will be able to buy more cameras (instead of



https://www.iowalions9sw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2025/12/Lions-Diabetes-Article.pdf
https://www.iowalions.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/LCIF-Iowa-Impact-Newsletter-December-2025.pdf
https://www.iowalions9sw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2026/01/9SW-Map-Zones-Locations-with-KidSight-Cameras.pdf

just the four (4) discussed in the Dec. 13 email information about the 4 cameras to
9SW Cabinet and Club Presidents). Hopefully the 9SW clubs can support this
endeavor.

* SHARING - Look at your 9SW Zone Map. Which clubs currently share the
KidSight Camera? At the cost of $8,745.00 for one camera (includes tax and
shipping), the cameras can’t be sitting in closets the majority of the year. Hopefully,

the 9SW clubs can support this sharing endeavor.

a)_We need all clubs to participate in this fundraiser. Small clubs under ten members
might be able to donate close to $500.00 while the larger clubs should be able to

fund all or part of a camera that is shared.

b) We also need to know what clubs currently have money for the new
camera. Cameras can be shared among two, three, or four clubs. If a club has the

money, they might be able to purchase a camera alone.

¢) By _pooling_your money with the 9SW District, your funds would help buy two
cameras. | see the importance that those willing to share the camera should also be
sharing in some of the funds applied for in the LCIF Vision Grant.

d) Right now, | know:

1. Audubon, Exira, Atlantic, Harlan, are splitting the cost four ways and |
assume over $2000 each.
. Indianola Noon and Norwalk are splitting the cost.
3. | heard that Adel and possibly Waukee Lions Club wants to buy a camera for
themselves.
4. I'm not sure of others right now. Where do the rest of the clubs stand in
supporting this fundraiser? Please, let me know ASAP.

N

» LOCATIONS - Initial planned camera locations will be placing the cameras in the
current zones. | will be setting up a couple of Zoom Meetings during the following
dates--January 4-11. Those interested are invited to attend. We need to know those
committed to continuing the lowa KidSight Program and willing to share a camera
with a nearby club. Please, let me know if you are interested ASAP.

* YOUR NEXT STEPS:

1. WE WILL NEED YOUR IOWA KIDSIGHT CAMERA MONEY SENT TO ARDIE
KLEMISH BY_ JANUARY 15, 2026. If you can't get your check to us by this
date, please let Ardie know the donated amount from your club by January
15th and then send your check ASAP to Ardie ... if possible by January 31st.

We have to know the amount of money that we have when we write this grant. The
Vision Grant Application must be received by FEBRUARY 1, 2026. It won't be
funded until May 2026. The $750.00 off each camera is good through 6/30/2026.
The more money we collect, the more cameras can be purchased. My goal is to try
to replace 10-12 of the current cameras.

. Make out your check to “lowa KidSight”.

3. Then mail the club check to: Ardie Klemish--1003 Hillcrest Drive, Box 175,

Anita, 1A 50020. Ken or Ardie will photocopy the check and then send the check on

to lowa KidSight.

N

SOLES4SOULS CHANGES- Zappos will no longer provide FREE POSTAGE! Allen
Zobel is looking for two club locations in 9SW that can become "Pickup Sites for the
Soles4Souls trucks.

A storage facility is on hold for us at the 192 Storage Facility in Indianola, lowa right
on Highway 192. The contract is being signed with payment back to them from
Soles4Souls. Indianola Lions Club is to be thanked for hosting this storage site for


https://www.iowalions9sw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2026/01/9SW-Map-Zones-Locations-with-KidSight-Cameras.pdf
mailto:bafcbia@gmail.com
mailto:bafcbia@gmail.com

9SW Lions District. We will notify our 9SW clubs when this facility is ready for our
shoes. Lion Roger Foelske is getting this together for our eastern clubs in the
District. There are no costs involved for our district or for our clubs.

We now need to put the shoes in a trash bag (not boxed) since bags are easier
to store/load/unload from the truck going to the warehouse in Atlanta, Georgia.

We hope this storage will be functional by January 10, 2026. At that time, a Lions
phone number will be provided for those wanting to unload shoes at this facility.
To keep an accurate count of your shoes, please forward the number of pairs of
shoes donated to Allen Zobel.

Since the Soles4Souls Foundation have given our Lions permission to set up a
second Pickup Site for our Lions clubs in the western half of our district, we are
currently working with the Glenwood Lions to locate a storage unit there. We
anticipate bringing it on line by the middle of February. Allen is presently working
with Lion Reg Hockabout to finalize the plans. When this facility is ready to accept
shoes, your clubs will be notified.

As we learn and upgrade our S4S program, we hope to open these S4S storage
facilities to our neighbors in 9MC, 9SE and 9NW clubs that might want to participate
in this service project.

9NW/9SW Combo Convention - Plans are getting finalize and will be presented to you in
the February Newsletter.

Coming Attractions!

e Coming NW/SW Combo Convention

« Updates on how much money was raised among clubs for new cameras

» Updates for how many New KidSight Cameras we will purchase

« Update how much money our grants applications produced

» Map of planned camera locations based upon donations and zone needs

« How our clubs are creating Hunger Projects to serve their local communities

» Update on Soles4Souls new Pickup Sites and alternatives to get your shoes there

Let's Celebrate!!!
Meet Your NEW Lions!!!



mailto:46azobel@gmail.com

Diana Benzing (2nd from left), inducted new member Kent Elliot (left) on December
6th. Sponsor Dawn Goodsell and Neola Lions Club President JoDee Junkman
stand on the right of Diana in support of their new member. But Kent is not a lone
Elliot in Lions. See below.

Standing with new Neola Lions Club member Kent Elliot (center) is his father Dan Elliot
(left) and grandfather and charter member Ron Elliot (right). This makes for a PROUD
PRIDE of Lions. (Contributed by Dan Elliott)

NOTE: We want you to meet the new Lions who have joined our local
clubs. Please send me your photos with their induction date with member

and sponsor names in the photo.

Let's Celebrate!!!
Share Your Service

It was a very good night for the Winterset
Lions Club at their November 24th Soup
Supper. We encouraged our guests to bring
cans of soup to donate to the Paw Pantry.

We raised over $1500. This is going to be split
between a community shelter and a mural
going into one of our historic parks.

(Contributed by Ben Grabill)




= M \issiON CENTRAL |
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November 10th was such a great time of year for the Norwalk Lions Club to get
together and enjoy the season! Everyone brought a dish to share! White elephant
gifts were stolen back and forth for some good clean fun. Our United Methodist
Church was gracious enough to let us get together in there beautiful place of
worship!

From our Norwalk Lions Club to your family, we wish you a belated Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!! (Contributed by Anita Grgurich)

On December 15th the Winterset Lions Club gathered at the Winterset Legion
Hall and packed over 140 boxes of food. These boxes were delivered to 144



grateful families in need of some extra wholesome Christmas cheer this year.
(Contributed by Ben Grabill)

NOTE: Tell us about the FOOD SERVICE PROJECTS you started or
participated in ... WITH PICTURES. Your ideas will stimulate other
clubs with new and proven ideas! SHARE IT!

NOTE: Share information with pictures about the events you are having.
You may stimulate other Lions Clubs to try new things!

N\ ./ HOW TO USE AND APPLY FOR "CARE & SHARE" FUNDS:

- (r1ps) - Last month we showed you how to this information for help with eye glasses.

s 4 \ This month we are emphasizing this link again because Lions are generously
helping clubs stocking local food pantries throughout SW lowa. Read the
guidelines on our 9SW website and download an application for your club's

use.

Just go to the iowalions9sw.org page and hover your mouse over Nuts & Bolts, then
select either 9SW Care & Share Guidelines, 9SW Care & Share Application, or 9SW
Hearing Aid Application.

IN MEMORIAM:

Mary Kaye Klemish, from Adair Lions Club passed away on October 1, 2025 with 6 years
of dedicated service to her club. May she rest in peace.

Elizabeth Faris, from Mt Ayr Lions Club passed away on November 2, 2025 with 1 year of
dedicated service to her club. May she rest in peace.

Dennis Dilley, from Waukee Lions Club passed away on November 9, 2025 with 17 years
of dedicated service to his club. May he rest in peace.

Susan Clayton, from Villisca Lions Cub passed away on November 14, 2025 with 9 years
of dedicated service to her club. May she rest in peace.

Dean Brant, from the Creston Lions Club passed away on December 11, 2025 with 39
years of dedicated service. May he rest in peace.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
e February 28, 2026 Audubon Lions Club 35th Annual Farm Toy Show 9:00 am -
2:30 pm
« February 28, 2026 Norwalk Lions Club Annual Lobster, Shrimp, Steak Dinner
5:30 pm - 6:15 pm
e March 13-14, 2026 9NW/9SW Combo District Convention will be held in Carroll,
lowa.

NOTE: If you would like to reach out to me directly, just click the REPLY link on your emalil
screen. | would love to hear your ideas on how to make Lions more vibrant and meaningful
and inclusive of everyone. Looking forward to hearing from you. Beverly
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